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Course Description: 

Study a famous literary text through a variety of critical approaches, such as feminism, psychoanalysis, Marxism, reader-response and New Historicism.

Course Objectives:  

▪
Introduce students to the key terms and theories of literary criticism, so that they may 

understand and apply them in other humanities courses.  Examples: feminism, new 

historicism, semiotics, reader-response, cultural studies, gender, post-colonial, etc.

▪
Develop students’ appreciation for literary texts beyond surface-level responses (e.g., “I loved it!” 

or “I hated it!”).

▪
Strengthen students’ critical thinking skills through multiple, close readings of a single literary 

text.

▪
Prepare students who are interested in literary scholarship and/or the production of literary 

art forms for advanced study.


Student Learning Outcomes:
Upon completing the course, students should be able to:

▪
Appreciate and engage the kinds of conversations scholars of literature have, and 

demonstrate these through in-class discussions and/or online message boards.

▪
Understand some of the key terms and theories of literary scholarship and 

demonstrate this through in-class quizzes and/or written exams.

▪
Understand a literary text by applying a variety of critical theories to it, and demonstrate said 

understanding through a series of short analytical essays


Length of Course:
44 lecture hours
Grading Method:
Letter grade (A-F) or Pass/No Pass
Prerequisites:

None

Recommended:
Pass RD-090 or placement in RD-115; pass WR-095 or placement in WR121.
Required Texts:  
Chosen by instructor


A potential list:


Aristotle, Poetics

Charles E. Bressler, Literary Criticism: An Introduction to Theory & Practice

Terry Eagleton, Literary Theory: An Introduction


A few ideas for interest-sparking texts:


A novel: Vladimir Nabokov, Lolita

A play: William Shakespeare, A Midsummer Night’s Dream


A collection of poems: Sylvia Plath, The Bell-Jar
            A collection of essays: David Foster Wallace, Consider the Lobster
            An epic: Paradise Lost
            A graphic novel: Watchmen

A film: The Matrix

An interactive fiction: Shelley Jackson, Patchwork Girl

Fight Club by Chuck Palahniuk
Major Topic Outline:

1) Interpreting a single work or strategically-grouped works of literature through the Liberal Humanist tradition.

2) Interpreting a single work or strategically-grouped works of literature through a Feminist perspective.

3) Interpreting a single work or strategically-grouped works of literature through a Marxist perspective.

4) Interpreting a single work or strategically-grouped works of literature through a Psychoanalytic perspective.

5) Interpreting a single work or strategically-grouped works of literature through a New Historicist perspective.

6) Interpreting a single work or strategically-grouped works of literature through a Structuralist/Semanticist perspective.

7) Interpreting a single work or strategically-grouped works of literature through a Narratological perspective.

8) Interpreting a single work or strategically-grouped works of literature through an Ecological perspective.

